A case report of urethritis caused by Neisseria meningitidis is described.
Philadelphia. The circumstances of this incidence raised the possibility that there may be unique strains of meningococci with virulence similar to N. gonorrhoeae. At Before the laboratory culture report, this patient's 29-year-old asymptomatic female contact was notified of the presumptive positive gonorrhea report of her partner. She subsequently visited her private physician, and a cervical culture was taken and sent to this laboratory. The culture report was negative for Neisseriaceae. Because these partners admitted to oral sex she was asked to attend the clinic for a cervical reculture as well as pharyngeal and nasal cultures. The nasal and cervical cultures were negative. The pharynx culture was found to contain N. meningitidis Slaterus Z.
Society's generally permissive attitude as well as an increased variety of sexual practices such as oral-genital contact has led to increased reports of pharyngeal gonococcal infections and the rarer reports of meningococcal urethritis. This case illustrates the diagnostic pitfalls that may be encountered when tests are reported positive on a presumptive basis. This problem is unquestionably on the increase. The clinician should therefore be alerted to the possibility of N. meningitidis infections, particularly when oral-genital contact is suspected. The virulent properties of these strains of N. meningitidis should be studied further.
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